
Westchester News 2018  

 
  

Thursday, February 1st     Report Cards go Home 
Tuesday, February 6th    Improve Your Reading Skills  

                                                     Assembly 
Friday, February 9th     PTA Valentine Dress Up Day 

Saturday, February 10th  PTA Pancake Breakfast at    
                                                    Applebee’s 8:00 am  

Wednesday, February 14th  Happy Valentine’s Day 
Thursday, February 15th   Fire Drill/ Lockdown Drill  
Monday, February 19th     Presidents Day- School is Closed 
Tuesday, February 20th    Interim Reports go Home 
Thursday, February 22nd   Grade Level Teacher Meetings                      

                                                     10:30 – 2:30 pm 
Friday, February 23rd     Middle School Madness in Gym 6-10 pm 

 
 

Principal’s Message  
Distribution of Report Cards 

 

Report Cards will be distributed on Thursday February 1, 2018. As always, if you 

desire a conference with your child’s teacher, please contact the school at 

410.887.1088. 

School Attendance 

 

We appreciate the effort that Westchester families are making in getting their 

children to school on time. It is very important that children start their day at 

school in a calm and relaxed manner so that they can gain maximum benefit 

from the instructional program. Thanks for your continued cooperation as we 

work toward making certain that all students arrive to school on time. 

 



It’s almost time for the 2017-2018 BCPS Stakeholder Survey! 

 

Last year, BCPS heard from thousands of parents, community members, and 

staff.  While we’re happy to hear from so many of you, we’re still missing some 

voices. 

 

Your voice matters!  Your feedback has helped guide school improvement, 

staff training, office safety, and reorganization planning.  

 

The survey is an easy way to help us improve further. 

 It takes about five minutes on a phone, tablet, or computer. 

 The survey is now available in 16 languages for students, parents, and 

community members. 

 

There are different (but related) questions for school-based staff, parents, 

students, community members, and central office staff. If you are both a BCPS 

parent and staff member, or if you have children in more than one County 

school, you are encouraged to take the survey more than once to reflect your 

different experiences in those different roles or schools. 

 

Please take the survey online from Monday, January 29th through Friday, March 

2nd, at www.bcps.org, and encourage others to share their voices. 

 

Changes to Food Celebration Policy 

 

Due to changes in School Board Policies (see attached) and our continuing 

efforts to provide the healthiest learning environments here at school for your 

children; we will be gradually fading out our cupcakes or other sweets to 

students to celebrate as a class. To be fair to those who have already 

celebrated, we are allowing treats to come to school until the end of the 

school year. Next year, only healthy snacks will be allowed to be shared 

among the students. A list of such snacks, is attached. Feel free to begin 

replacing your celebratory snacks with those that are healthier if you wish this 

year. 

Message to Parents  

Westchester Winter MAP 

During the first two weeks of February, Westchester will be conducting our 

Winter MAP testing in the subjects of Math and Reading.  MAP is a computer 



adaptive tested that students in kindergarten take once a year, students in first 

and second grade take three times a year and students in third through fifth 

take two times per year.  This assessment measures student growth over time as 

well as academic knowledge, skills and abilities as compared to grade level 

standards.  MAP testing sessions do not have a time limit and typically last and 

average of 40 minutes with approximately 40 to 50 questions.  Question types 

vary but can include multimedia presentation, multiple choice, drag-and-drop, 

fill in the blank and various others. 

At Westchester, we feel it is important for students to set both short term and 

long term goals.  Every student, in grades 1-5, has an individualized growth 

target that considers their current academic standing as well as projected 

proficiency.  We are encouraging students to use this growth target as a short 

term goal.  In some grades, when appropriate, teachers and students will 

conference to discuss individual weakness and strengths to support students as 

they strive to reach their goal.  While not every child will meet their individual 

growth target, it is important that we set these goals and work together to 

support our students and their efforts.   

All students at Westchester work hard and we want to ensure that all success 

and achievement is celebrated.  While MAP is only one assessment, we want to 

celebrate and encourage students to do their best so students will be able to 

earn STARS.  Students at every grade level will have the opportunity to earn 

STARS on their testing days.  STARS can be earned for reviewing work, taking 

their time or meeting growth targets to name a few examples.  At the end of 

MAP, students will have the opportunity to redeem their STARS for pencils, 

erasers, pens etc.  

Current Testing Dates (subject to change with weather related events) 

 Kindergarten – February 1st and 2nd 

 1st Grade-February 15th and 16th  

 2nd Grade- February 12th 13th  

 3rd Grade- February 8th and 9th  

 4th Grade – January 29th and February 5th  

 5th Grade February 8th and 9th  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email Amanda 

Crabb at acrabb@bcps.org . 
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Dismissal Changes 
 

This is a gentle reminder that students should have the same dismissal plan 

each day.  We understand that life requires changes so please follow the steps 

below if your child will need to change their normal dismissal plan.  

Send in a note indicating the normal plan, the change and reason.   Your child 

should give the note to his/her teacher.  Changes to the bus must be approved 

to ensure that there are enough seats on the bus.   If you are concerned that 

the note will not find its way to the teacher, please email office staff 

(jbaldwin3@bcps.org and lfoster3@bcps.org) and your child’s teacher.  

*** NEW for 2018… If a change needs to be made after the school day has 

started, call the office at 410.887.1088 or email the office only 

(jbaldwin3@bcps.org and lfoster3@bcps.org), we will make sure the message is 

given to the teacher before dismissal. Please indicate in the email the student’s 

teacher.  

 

Health News  
 

 
Winter is here, and along with it frequent illnesses such as flu, colds, stomach 

bugs and strep.  If your child is sick, they should stay home so that they can 

recover quickly from illness, and avoid spreading germs to their friends. 

 

Children should be kept home from school for fevers >100, vomiting, and 

diarrhea (per BCPS policy).  Children should not be sent back to school until 

they have been fever-free without medication for 24 hours.  Please do not send 

your child to school sick.  We want your children to arrive at school healthy and 

ready to learn. 

 

Por favor, no envíe a su hijo a la escuela con vómitos, diarrea o fiebre. 

 

Common Cold 

Symptoms include runny/stuffy nose, headache, sneezing, body aches, and 

mild fever.  Treat your child with rest and increased fluids (6-8 glasses a day).  

Warm drinks can soothe a sore throat. Saltwater gargles remove mucous, 

irritants and bacteria from the throat.  Cool mist humidifiers ease coughing and 

congestion and may help children sleep better.   
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The Flu 

Symptoms are more severe than a common cold, and include: headache, 

cough, nausea, body aches, high fever, chills and intense fatigue.  Treat the 

symptoms with rest, sleep, fluids and Tylenol/ibuprofen for the fever (as directed 

by your doctor).  Please see your doctor if you are not sure whether it is a cold 

or the flu.  The flu vaccine remains our best way to protect against severe flu.   

 

Sore Throat 

Typically red and painful, may be associated with a cold.  Increased fluids, 

saltwater gargles, and warm fluids are helpful.  Any sore throat accompanied 

by a fever over 101, swollen glands or white patches on the tonsils should be 

evaluated by your doctor for strep throat.  Strep must be treated with 

antibiotics. 

 

To keep your kids (and family!) healthy this winter: 

 Wash your hands frequently, especially when blowing your nose. 

 Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing into your elbow. 

 Get a good night’s sleep.  Elementary age children need 9-12 hours a 

night (AAP). 

 Eat healthy foods to fuel your body and fight off viruses. 

 Get enough exercise.  More outside playtime, less device/screen time. 

 

The Health Suite would greatly appreciate donations of the following: 

 boy’s small pants (5-6) and medium pants (7-8).  Sweatpants are great for 

boys. 

 White athletic/crew socks from size small-XL 

 Kleenex 

 

If you have any concerns about your child's health please feel free to stop in, 

email, or call me. 

 

Angela Horman, RN * School Nurse * 410-887-1091 * ahorman@bcps.org 
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Counselor’s Message  

Counselor’s Corner Racheal Jones 410-887-1088/ rjones14@bcps.org 
 

February Virtue of the Month: Cooperation 

Cooperation means working together and sharing 

the work load.  

You are practicing cooperation when you:  

- Work well with others 

- Offer your help and ideas freely  

- Disagree respectfully and help keep a safe & happy environment!  

 

Pennies for Patients 

Westchester will be participating in the Pennies for Patients Campaign again 

this year starting on March 1st. The organization is a fun and rewarding way for 

students to work hard and contribute to a great cause! 

Each child will receive a donation box and each 

classroom will have a large donation box that students 

can add their donations to. The classroom donations will 

be collected at the end of each week and the 

campaign will finish up on Thursday, March 29th.  

 

 

After school talks with your child: 

Instead of asking, “How was your day?” here are questions that may help you 

learn more about your child’s day. 

 

- What made you smile today? 

- What made your teacher smile today? 

- Can you tell me an example of kindness you saw/ showed? 

- Who did you sit with at lunch? 

- Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know yesterday. 

- If you could change one thing about your day, what would it be? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask your child to share a time 

they cooperated with a friend/ 

classmate.  
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Reading Specialist Message   

February’s Books of the Month: 

 
     

Donovan’s Word Jar by Monalisa DeGross is a book about a boy who collects 

words in a jar. When the jar becomes full, he searches for new ways to collect 

his words. However, he learns that it is more meaningful to share his words with 

others rather than just collecting words. 
 

Max’s Words by Kate Banks is about a boy named Max who wants to collect 

something.  When Max cuts out words from magazines and newspapers, 

collecting them the way his brothers collect stamps and coins, they all learn 

about words, sentences, and storytelling.  
 

**Grab a copy in Westchester Elementary’s library or at the Baltimore County 

Public library and GET READING** 

Strategy of the Month: Vocabulary- Why is it important to build your 

vocabulary? 

“By having several words at their disposal for describing an event or emotion, 

they can be explicit when sharing their ideas and opinions. It helps your child 

understand what other people are saying and what she/he is reading. 

Vocabulary is the foundation for comprehension.” 

(http://www.k5learning.com/blog/top-5-reasons-learning-vocabulary-

important)  
 

Ways to strengthen vocabulary: 

➔  READ, READ, READ (Read by yourself, read with a friend, have someone 

read to you) 

➔ Play Word Games (My boys and I love the app, Word Connect) 

➔ Talk to others (Engaging in conversations with others will help you discover 

new words)  
 

            February Reading Challenge:  

 After reading books like Donovan’s Word Jar or Max’s Words, start a 

word collection. Use a jar, box, or bag and look for interesting and 

unfamiliar words from your books.  Write them on a slip of paper. Talk 

about the meaning of the word and how it can be used in a sentence.  

Use these words in daily conversation, stories, journal entries, etc.  

See how many words you can collect and be sure to let Mrs. Schwab know. 

http://www.k5learning.com/blog/top-5-reasons-learning-vocabulary-important
http://www.k5learning.com/blog/top-5-reasons-learning-vocabulary-important


 

   A Message from the Office   

 
 Kindergarten Registration will take place in early March. To be eligible for 

Kindergarten for the 2017-2018 school year a child must be 5 years old by 

September 1, 2018.  

 

 Inclement Weather  
In case of inclement weather, please listen to local radio or television stations 

for information about delayed openings or closings. We rely on the media to 

get this type of information as well. Please do not call the school to find out if 

we are closed because it may tie up the lines for other calls. Be certain that 

your child knows where to go in case of an early closing due to bad weather. 

Information may also be obtained from the Baltimore County Public Schools’ 

website at www.bcps.org. The status of the system is located immediately 

above the title bar. It is also possible to receive an email at home or work that 

will let you know if schools are going to close early due to inclement weather. 

Go to http://www.schoolsout.com then choose the state of MD, go to 

Baltimore County Public Schools under the “Category: Public Schools” section, 

and sign up there. We hope this will help you to stay connected to what is 

happening.  
Radio WBAL AM 1100 

 WPOC FM 93 

 WQSR FM 102 

 MIX 106.5 

Television WMAR Channel 2 (cable 12) 

 WBAL Channel 11 (cable 21) 

 WJZ Channel 13 (cable 23) 

 FOX Channel 45 (cable 15) 

 

Where to find Information  

 
School Website:      PTA Website: 

http://westchesteres.bcps.org   www.westchesterespta.org 

 

BCPS School Status Information Line - 443-809-5555 
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