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Tuesday, Sept. 5th     Opening Day 9:00 am 

Wednesday, Sept. 6th        Kindergarten Parent Boo Hoo Breakfast  

      4th Grade to St. Mary’s City  

Tuesday, Sept. 12th        Back to School Night   

Tuesday, Sept. 19th    Identi-Kid Photo Day 

      PTA Meeting 7:00 pm in the library 

Thursday, Sept. 21st     School Close for Rosh Hashanah 

Saturday, Sept. 23rd      PTA Back to School Bootcamp 9:00 am 

Thursday, Sept. 28th    5th Grade Trip to Banneker Park 10:00 am- 1:00 pm 
        

Principal’s Message   

Welcome back for the 2017-2018 School Year! It has been a productive summer 

here at Westchester. Our Maker Space resource room has been put together in 

order to better provide creative outlets for our students this year. Staff 

members have come in during the summer break to plan and develop lessons. Ms. 

Allen’s summer camp was another big success. An added bonus this year is that we 

had no construction to stress our cleaning schedule! 

 

I would like to encourage any parent who is interested in volunteering to call the 

school office (410-887-1089). We welcome parents to join us during the 

instructional day. You are valued partners. 

 

I speak for the entire WES staff when I say we are looking forward to working 

with our students and families this year in order to provide the best possible 

educational experience for our students. 
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Assistant Principal’s Message  
Welcome back to another great school year.  I have a few reminders regarding 

arrival and dismissal procedures.  The school building is open to students beginning 

at 9 am.  All students should be in their homerooms by 9:15 seated and waiting for 

morning announcements.   Students arriving after 9:15 should be brought in by an 

adult and signed in at the office.  Students will receive a late pass from the 

office.  Dismissal for walkers, car riders and Open Door students will begin at 

3:40.  Bus riders will be dismissed beginning at 3:45.  All walkers will exit at the 

walker door, car riders will be dismissed from the rec room.  To alleviate lengthy 

carpool lines, we urge parents to utilize bus transportation for students.  It is 

helpful if all eligible students ride the bus in order to help drivers become 

familiar with stops and students and to develop a consistent route.   

WE NEED YOU!!!  

Please see the attached directions for completing the volunteer application and on 

line training.  If you think you will attend a field trip this year, please also 

complete an application and training.  Please also note the attached Volunteer 

Information Sheet as we look to build our volunteers.  You may complete this form 

and turn in with your application.   As you consider volunteering options, please 

considering volunteering in the cafeteria.  Our lunches run between 11:40 and 

1:35.  We can always use an extra pair of hands to open containers and help 

reinforce the great table manners our students bring to school.  If you are 

interested, please complete a volunteer application and the on line training.  We 

would like to increase our volunteers and build a consistent group in our 

cafeteria.  If you have reservations, consider dropping by during lunch just to 

take a look.   

MAP Testing FAQ’s 

What is MAP? 

MAP stands for Measures of Academic Progress and tests what a student knows 

and can do at the time of the test in reading and math.  MAP is a pair of on-line 

tests, one for reading and one for math, that is administered two or three times 

per year depending on the grade level.  The difficulty of each question adjusts to 

each individual child as he/she answers questions.  The MAP narrows in on your 



child’s learning level based on how your child answers.  This is called a computer 

adaptive achievement test.   

Who takes MAP? 

All BCPS students in Grades K -8 will take the MAP test in reading and 

math.  Kindergarten students take the test in the winter and spring.  Grades 1 and 

2 will test in the fall, winter and spring.  Grades 3 -5 will test in the fall and 

winter.  For students in Grades K – 2, the test is read to students through 

headphones.   

How do I know how my child did on MAP? 

Students in Grades K -2 will receive their scores from last spring the first week 

of school.   Students in Grades 1 – 5 will take MAP beginning in mid-

September.  Teachers have immediate access to scores upon completion of the 

tests.  Parent reports are generated by the school system and are usually sent 

home with report cards during first quarter for fall administration and third 

quarter for winter administration.   

Does MAP affect my child’s grades? 

MAP does not impact grades and is used as a tool to measure growth.  Teachers 

utilize the data to help improve instruction for students.   

 

Change of Dismissal Plans   

Occasionally, a student’s dismissal plan needs to be changed. If this should occur 

for your child, we ask that you e-mail the teacher and the office of the change 

and call the office as a back-up. Teachers are busy with instruction and 

sometimes the teacher is absent, therefore, the e-mail is not always read prior to 

dismissal and the school is then not be aware of the change. The office e-mails 

are: jbaldwin3@bcps.org  and lfoster3@bcps.org  
 

Safety   

The front parking lot will be open to visitors daily from 9:30 am – 2:30 pm. 

However during inclement or cold weather, we may block off the front parking lot 

Three children playing with a ball in front of a school building.in order to provide 

the students another area for their recess. The side parking is still available for 

parking and there is also parking available in front of the school on Old Frederick 
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Road. If you need assistance getting into the building during the day, please 

contact the front office at 410-887-1088. Thank you for understanding our need 

for to safely accommodate our students. 

Nurse’s Message   
Hello, my name is Angela Horman, and I am very excited to join the Westchester staff 

as School Nurse this year.  While it is my first year on staff, I am no stranger to 

Westchester.  Three of our four children attend the school, and I have spent the last 

few years chairing the Wellness Committee on the PTA.  I have also substituted 

regularly in the Health Suite. 

Just a few notes as we start the school year… 

If your child requires medication to be administered at school routinely or for 

emergency care (ex: Epi-Pens, Benadryl, Albuterol...) you will need to provide a 

Medication Order Form for each medication, signed by the prescribing physician.  This 

form is located online at  

http://bcps.org/offices/sss/health/ 

Scroll down the page to "Frequently Used Health Forms:" and then "Medication Order 

Form".  This form is required for any medication administered to your child during the 

school day. 

Children should be kept home from school for fevers >100, vomiting, and diarrhea (per 

BCPS policy).  Children should not be sent back to school until they have been fever-free 

without medication for 24 hours.  We want your children to arrive at school healthy and 

ready to learn. 

WES has a number of children with severe food allergies.  When selecting foods to send 

in for birthday celebrations or for classroom parties, please look for items that are 

peanut and tree nut free.  The Giant at Rolling Rd carries mini-cupcakes and brownie 

bites in their bakery section that are labelled this way.  Teachers will notify you of 

other classroom allergens.  All foods that are brought in to share should be 

commercially-prepared and packaged.  It's always a great idea to choose nutritious items 

to share like fruits, vegetables, and whole grains! 
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When selecting classroom snacks for your child, please consider sending in something 

that is not too messy or sticky, and again nut-free.  Great choices would be: pretzel 

sticks, apple slices, carrot sticks, dry cereal, and popcorn.   

Looking forward to a healthy, happy school year!  If you have any concerns about your 

child's health please feel free to stop in or call me. 

Counselor’s Message  

Counselor’s Corner Racheal Jones 410-887-1088/ rjones14@bcps.org 

 

Welcome back students, parents, and staff! I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and is 

looking forward to another successful school year! 

Introduction Lesson: 

At the start of the school year, I will be going into all 

classrooms (K-5) to introduce myself & remind students 

of my name, my role in the school, and ways they can 

see me if they need. Students can let an adult know or 

fill out a pass, which is available in their classrooms, 

outside of my office, and in the main office.  

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to stop in at any time, I 

have an open door policy or contact me at rjones14@bcps.org or 410-887-

1088. 

Virtue of the Month:  

Each month Westchester will have a virtue. Students will hear the virtue of the month on the 

morning announcements and within their classrooms. They will discuss what the virtue means 

and ways to practice the virtue.  

September Virtue of the Month: Responsibility 

Responsibility is the ability make smart choices, take accountability for your actions, and 

offer amends instead of excuses for your mistakes. 

You are practicing responsibility when you: 
 Take agreements seriously 

 Are willing to do your part 

 Give your best to whatever you do 

_____________________________________________ 

 
After-school Questions: Having daily conversations with your child about school allows you to 

show your support and helps you to stay involved.  

Instead of asking “How was school today?” you may get a better response with: 
 “What was the best part of your day?” 

 “Pretend you’re the teacher. How would you describe the day?” 

 “How were you kind/ helpful? Was anyone kind or helpful to you?” 

 

School Counselor Pass 

Student Name: __________  

Grade: __________ Teacher: ________ 

 

Reason: Please circle one 

 Social/ Personal 

 Academic 

 Other ________ 

Ask your child: What does being 

responsible mean to you? Set a goal 

together for how they can show they are 

responsible. 
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Parent Visitation and Volunteerism   

Your child’s safety is extremely important to all of us. To ensure the safety of 

everyone, all visitors coming into the school building must report to the front 

office to sign-in and obtain a visitor’s or volunteer badge, which must be visibly 

worn throughout the duration of the visit.  

 

Parents are welcome to visit their child’s classroom at any time. To ensure there is 

minimal disruption, we ask that parents have a specific room number and staff 

member to whom they will be reporting. The office staff will check with the 

identified teacher prior to any visitor or volunteer going to a scheduled 

appointment. We ask that all visitors and volunteers please wait in the office until 

the office staff indicates that the staff member is ready for the scheduled 

appointment. Visitors and volunteers should not walk throughout the school 

building to “visit” other classes or staff without a prior arranged, specific 

appointment. At the conclusion of your visit, please report back to the office to 

sign out. Additionally if you are dropping off a forgotten snack, lunch, assignment, 

etc. please leave these items in the office. The office staff will get these items 

to the teacher to give to your child. Thank you again for adhering to this policy 

and putting instruction and safety first! 
 

Where to Find Information  

School Website:     PTA Website: 

http://westchesteres.bcps.org   www.westchesterespta.org 

 

BCPS School Status Information Line - 443-809-5555 
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